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towards the market-place, and he also turned his horse in the same
direction, curious to know what was going forward. When he reached
the spot he found that certain foreigners of strange and outlandish
appearance were about to make a proclamation to the assembled
citizens, and he hastily pushed his way into the crowd until he was
near enough to hear the words of the venerable old man who was
their spokesman:
' Let the whole world know that he who can reach the summit
of the Ice Mountain shall receive as his reward, not only the
incomparable Sabella, fairest of the fair, but also all the realms
of which she is Queen 1' ' Here,' continued the old man after he
had made this proclamation—* here is the list of all those Princes
who, struck by the beauty of the Princess, have perished in the
attempt to win her; and here is the list of thoso who have just
entered upon the high emprise,'
Prince Maunikin was seized with a violent desire to inscribe his
name among the others, but the remembrance of his dependent
position and his lack of wealth hold him back. But while he hesi-
tated the old man, with many respectful ceremonies, unveiled a
portrait of the lovely Sabella, which was carried by some of the
attendants, and after one glance at it the Princo delayed no longer,
but, rushing forward, demanded permission to add his name to the
list. When they saw his tiny stature and simple attire the
strangers looked at each other doubtfully, not knowing whether to
accept or refuse him. But the Princo said haughtily:
'Give me the paper that I may sign it,* and they obeyed.
What between admiration for tho Princess and annoyance at the
hesitation shown by her ambassadors the Prince was too much
agitated to choose any other name than the one by which ho was
always known. But when, after all the grand titles of the other
Princes, he simply wrote * Mannikin,' the ambassadors broke into
shouts of laughter.
* Miserable wretches I' cried the Prince; * but for the presence of
that lovely portrait I would cut off your heads/
'But he suddenly remembered that, after all, it wo* a funny
name, and that he had not yet had time to make it famous; so he
was calm, and enquired the way to the Princess Sabolla's country.
Though his heart did not fail him in the least, ntill ho folt there
were many difficulties before him, and he resolved to set out at
once, without even taking leave of the Fairy, for fear she might try
to stop him. Everybody in the town who know him xnade great

